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Scribner & Welford’s New Books. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY: The Oldet Historical 
Group of Nations, and the Greeks. By Leorotp von 
Ranke. Edited by G. W. Prornero. 8vo, cloth, $4.50. 


THE RIVER CONGO, from its Mouth to Bélébé. 
With a General Description of the Natural History and 
Anthropology of its Western Basin. By H. H. Jounston. 
With numerous full-page and other illustrations, a new 
Map of the Congo from its Mouth to Béb6l6, also a Phys- 
ical Map of the West Coast of Africa, and three etchings. 
8vo, cloth, $7. 

“No quarter of the globe su Central Africa in 
present interest, and Mr. H. H. Johnston has written an 
m-tructive account of his careful exploration of ‘ The River 
Conge from its Mouth to Bélébé.’ He writes as a traveller, 
aS an artist, and as a naturalist, and gives encouraging 
pictures of the development of a very wonderful region.”’"— 
Literary World. 

Tue Commemoration. 

WICLIF AND HUS. By Dr. Losertu. Translated 
by the Rev. M. J. Evans, B.A. Crown 8vo, $2.50. 

** The connection between Hus and Wiclif has, thanks to 
Dr. Loserth, now been thoroughly investigated. The 
result of such a study of the works of Hus and Wiclif as 
that undertaken by Dr. Loserth far toward showi 
that the movement started by Wiclif never ceased till it 
culminated in the Diet of Worms.”—Academy. 


THE SAGACITY AND MORALITY OF PLANTS: 
A Sketch of the Life and Conduct of the Vegetable King- 
dom. By J. E. Tavyzor, F.L.S., etc. With colored fron- 
tispiece and 100 illustrations. Crown 8vo, cleth, $3. 


“SCENES” IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
By Davip Anpexson. 1amo, cloth, $2. 


MODERN THEORIES IN PHILOSOPHY AND 
RELIGION. By Joun Tutztocn, D.D., LL.D. 8vo, $6. 


CYMON AND IPHIGENIA, 
Leicuton, P.R.A. The Story of the Picture. 
trated, 4to, paper, 50 cents. 


NINETEEN CENTURIES OF DRINK IN ENG- 
LAND. A History. By Ricuarp Frencn. 
8vo, cloth, $4.20, 


HENRY IRVING'S IMPRESSIONS OF AMERI- 
CA: Narrated in a series of Sketches, Chronicles, and 
Conversations. By Joseru Hatton. 2 vols., crown 
8vo, cloth, $8. 


THE LIFE OF ST. PAUL. With Map. By Rev. 
James Stacker, M.A., author of “The Life of Jesus 
Christ."" samo, 75 cents. 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF WILLIAM THE 
FOURTH, including a View of Social Life and Manners 
during his Reign. By Percy Firzceracp, M.A. 2 vols., 
cloth, $12. 
“Very brightly written and very readable... . The 

volumes rest their chief claim to interest upon the light 

they throw upon social life and manners during the period 
they cover.”"—Glode. 


painted by Sw F. 
Illus- 


HINTS ON CATALOGUE TITLES, and on Index 
Entries. With a Rough Vocabulary of Terms and Ab- 
breviations from Foreign Catalogues, and some Passages 
from Journeying among Books. By Cuarves F. Biack- 
BURN. 8vo, cloth, $5.60. 


SHAKESPEREAN SHOW-BOOK. With Original 
Literary Contributions, Illustrations, and Music, by over 
so Writers, Artists, and Composers, including Tennyson, 
Browning, “Vio'et Fane," Oscar Wilde; Caldecott, 
Walter Crane, Thos. Faed, Val Prinsceps; F. H. Cowen, 
ete., etc. All specially contributed For Charity,” for 
the benefit of the ** Chelsea Hospital for Women.” Ob- 
long 12mo, boards, $2. 

** An interesting souvenir of a most curious exhibition, 
the ‘Shakespeare Show-Book,’ a quaint and artistic pro- 
duction, upon which much ingenuity of taste and fancy have 
been lavished.” Mali Gazette. 
CONTEMPORARY SOCIALISM. 

M.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, $3. 

Contents: Ferdinand Lassalle—Karl Marx—The Fed- 
eralism of Carl Marlo—The Socialists of the Chair—The 
Christian Socialists— Russian Nihilism—Socialism and the 
Social Questien—Progress and Poverty: Henry George. 
THE POETICAL WORKS OF JOHN KEATS. 

Edited by Wittiam T. With Portrait. 8vo, 

printed on laid paper, full vellum, gilt top, uncut, $3.60. 

MEMOIRS OF MARSHAL BUGEAUD: from his 
Private Correspondence and Original Documents, 1784~ 
1849. By Count H. d'lpevure. Edited from the 
French by Charlotte M. Yonge. 2 vols., 8vo, cloth, $12. 

PRECIOUS STONES AND GEMS, their Hist ry and 
Distinguished Characteristics. By Epwin W. Streeter, 
author of “‘ The Great Diamonds of the World,” etc. 
Fourth edition, revised. 8vo, cloth, $6. 

HUNT-ROOM STORIES and YACHTING YARNS. 
By Wanpverer, author of “ Across Country,” etc. With 
illustrations by Edgar Giberne. 8vo, $4.80. 

SHORT STUDIES IN ECCLESIASTICAL HIS- 
TORY AND BIOGRAPHY. By the Rev. H. N. 
OxennaM. 8vo, cloth, $4.80. 

ENGLAND UNDER GLADSTONE. 
McCartuy. Crown, 8vo. cloth, $2.40. 

THE LIFE OF THE FIELDS. By Ricuarp Jer- 
rexies, author of * The Gamekeeper at Home.” Crown 
cloth, $2.40. 

JOHN WICLIF, PATRIOT AND REFORMER : 
His Life and Writings. By Rupo.r Bupvensiec, Lic. 
Theol., Leipsic. 16mo, vellum, 75 cents. 

* The learned doctor's sketch of Wiclif may be read with 
interest."’—A thenaeum. 

GROSVENOR NOTES, 188% With 78 Fac-simile 
Sketches. Edited by 40 cents. 

ACADEMY NOTES, 1884. With 152 Fac-simile Sketches. 

Edited By Henry Biacksurn. 40 cents. 


By Joun Rar, 


By Justin H. 


*,* The above books wild be sent to any address upon receipt of advertised price. Catalogues of rare and curious 


second-hand books ; musical literature, detailed lists of our regular stock; mew es devoted to rural sports 


and pastimes, Bohn's Library Series, and one of a collectton of Coleridgeiana, etc., will 


SCRIBNER & WELFORD, 745 Broapway, New York, 


wailed on application. 
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A bISCUSSION has sprung up between the 
Centralblatt fiir Bibliothekswesen and the Neuer 
Anzeiger in regard to the purchase of books. Herr 
Dziatzko, apropos to the complaints which the 
German booksellers are making, like the Eng- 
lish and American, of the decay of their busi- 
ness, and the claims they put forward that the 
libraries ought to support them, advanced the 
principle that a librarian should buy the books 
he wants as cheaply as possible. This, says 
Petzholdt, has never been his principle. It is 
much more important, he thinks, in the purchase 
of new books to get them as soon as published 
than to get them more cheaply by waiting and 
disappointing the public, and perhaps com- 
pelling some of those who use the library to buy 
works necessary to them out of their own pockets. 
Again, Petzholdt declares that he never has 
been willing to accept any special discount from 
a bookseller based upon the understanding that 
the library is to take all its books from him only. 
He gives it to be understood that he takes his 
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books from that bookseller who sends them in 
earliest. Otherwise, his agent, sure of the li- 
brary’s custom, would use the copies he receives, 
especially continuations, to send out to other 
persons “on approval,’’ hoping to gain new 
customers, and the library would be served last. 


Petzholdt also declares that he makes ita rule 
never to take anything direct from the publisher, 
because he regards the retail dealer as the 
natural medium between publisher and cus- 
tomer. If a publisher wishing to save the re- 
tailer’s commission on some expensive work 
offers it directly to the library, Petzholdt takes it, ’ 
but on condition that it be delivered at the same 
price, through the retail dealer. So he avoids all 
trouble of correspondence about defects and 
for the remittance of money, and yet leaves to 
the retailer some profit on the transaction. 


This matter was discussed at one of our first 
conventions, and the feeling in general was in 
favor of Dziatzko's principle, though, probably, 
Petzholdt’s exceptions would also be assented 
to. There can be no doubt that the duty of the 
librarian, public, proprietary, or collegiate, is to 
get as much as he can with the money intrusted 
tohis charge. It may be expedient to pay some- 
thing extra for early delivery ; it may be eco- 
nomical to pay something for saving his own 
time, and something to secure honest, trust- 
worthy service ; but it is no part of his duty to 
support the retail bookseller. He should not pay 
a cent with that object. It is not business. It 
is not political economy. If the retail dealer 
supplies a want of the community, he will be 
sustained ; if in the new condition; of suciety 
he does not, no sacrifice that the libraries can 
make will be able to retain him in existence. It 
is useless to struggle against the stream of so- 
cial progress and the course of commerce. 
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HOW WE WORK AT POUGHKEEPSIE: 
By J: C. Sicxtey, Crry Lrprarian. 


THERE are many ways for a librarian to add 
to the comfort and convenience of his readers, 
and increase the usefulness of his library, even 
though it be small. A few instances of what 
has been accomplished in the Poughkeepsie 
City Library during the past year may prove not 
uninteresting. 

It has been the custom to place upon the 
shelf or counter which separates the bookcases 
from the public, novels and juvenile fiction for 
those who wish to select for themselves ; the 
novels being placed on one side of the charging 
desk and the juveniles on the other. The first 
of the year, (1883) I procured four Economy 
book supports and on the fiction side placed 
several histories, essays, books of travel, sci- 
ence, etc., and on the juvenile side similar works 
suitable for children. The books immediately 
attracted attention, and many who before had 
selected novels chose one of these. The juvenile 
books tob were often chosen by children who 
before had devoted themselves to Optic and Al- 
ger. The plan was commended by the library 
committee, and proved successful, not only in 
luring novel readers, but was appreciated by 
readers of a better class of literature, who often 
made selections from these books. Care was 
taken to keep the racks well filled with books 
and frequent changes were made in them. 

A reference room was added to the library 
during the summer. This was much needed. 
The use of the reading-room tables tq con- 
sult reference books was annoying, both to 
readers and those consulting. The work of 
preparing the room, with the addition of new 
cases and other repairs necessitated the closing 
of the library for about five weeks. On reopen- 
ing in September, I made some suggestions to 
the committee, which were approved by them 
and carried out at once. 

The first of these, was to place in every school 
of the city, public and private, a catalogue of 
the library for the use of teachers and pupils. 
(The catalogue is arranged on the plan of the 
Brooklyn catalogue.) In addition to the twelve 
public schools, with their several departments, 
there are eighteen private schools and seminaries. 
A catalogue was placed in each school, and a 
circular letter sent to each teacher, asking that 


’ pupils be shown the use of the catalogue, and ad- 


vised with as to the best reading. Teachers were 


also requested to bring or send their pupils to 
the library when desiring information other than 
from text-books. Teachers who wished were 
also allowed to draw three books at once if de- 
sired ; books to be used for school purposes. A 
tule was also made that where a class at school, 
or members of a literary or reading club desired 
certain books for consultation for a short period, 
these books would be withdrawn from circulaticn 
and kept in the library during the time required. 

A notice was also prepared, stating briefly 
some facts in reference to the library, — that it 
was free, number and class of books, reading 
room, etc. This I caused to be posted in every 
factory and many of the business houses in the 
city. Lists of new books were published in our 
daily papers from time to time, and lists of 
books in the library containing reference or in- 
formation about current events or matters of 
local or general interest, —the Newburg Cen- 
tennial, 40cth Anniversary of Luther, Matthew 
Arnold etc., etc. 

Originality, of course, is not claimed for all 
this, but it was new to our city and library, and 
has given gratifying results. Although the 
library was closed for five weeks, over 1200 
more books were loaned than in 1882, when it 
was open the entire year. There was a decrease 
in the reading of fiction of over five per cent, there 
was an increased use of the library by children. 
One teacher sent her entire class or room of 
twenty-seven pupils, with a request that they 
be allowed to take books. There was also an 
increase in the use of reference books, and more 
readers at the reading tables. The catalogues in 
the schools have been of much use to teachers 
and pupils, enabling them to select and send 
for such books as are wanted. Many teachers 
have applied for and are using the special cards 
issued to them. 


CONCERNING LIBRARIES. 


It is well known that the great object of people 
who have books is to prevent other people 
from reading them. No man ever yet lent a 
book willingly ; and all literature testifies that 
authors who have submitted, without public 
outcry or lamentation, to be robbed of um- 
brellas, rubbers, money, and friends, have 
been unable to bear. in silence the non-return 
of an odd volume or two. In former times 
librarians were selected in frank accordance 
with this principle, and it was tacitly main- 
tained by the trustees, and acknowledged by 
the would-be users of a library, that the main 
duty of the person in charge was to see that 
the books were read as little as might be. In 
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the same manner, the hours during which 
libraries were open to the public were restrict- 
ed, so that as few people as possible should 
have access to them ; and in one case, that of a 
small town in Connecticut, we believe, the true 
objects of the library were so well understood 
and provided for, that it was kept open during 
one hour of the day only ; and that hour being 
the universal dinner-time of the place the conse- 
quence was, —to the great delight of the librarian 
and the contentment of the trustees,—that not 
above a dozen books were taken out in the course 
of a whole year. 

This system, however, had its advantages. A 
library in the old days was a true -library,— 
a bookish place in charge of a bookish man. 
The librarian loved the books, and hoarded 
them like gold pieces. To him that loveth much, 
much shall be forgiven; and the asperities of 
the old librarian were easily pardoned. The 
library itself was a place apart, having an at- 
mosphere of its own and a learned hush that 
soothed the ears of all who crossed its threshold. 
Some dust and some disorder there were, but 
such as arose from a reverent disinclination to 
trouble the repose of the books, rather than 
from a careless disregard of them. There was 
no bustle of book-getting or book-returning, and 
no attendants, except the librarian himself, a 
preoccupied man in black. Books were taken 
out by literary instinct, Whhout any complicated 
and obtrusive system of cataloguing; and, 
above all, no gates, doors, or barriers divided 
the visitor from the books ; once conquer the 
librarian himself, and you were free to browse 
at will from alcove to alcove. 

The modern librarian has come in like a 
whirlwind. He has thrown wide the shutters, 
pulled up the shades, and thus destroyed the 
pensive half light which is the proper illumina- 
tion of a library. Scholastic repose flies away 
at the touch of his business-like hand, and the 
literary atmosphere of a true library, which in 
itself is an educating influence, gives way to the 
every-day air of a workshop. The dignity of the 
books is invaded, and a corps of assistant 
librarians hustle them about, disfigure them 
with numbers, labels and letters, and rearrange 
them upon fanciful theories. The applicant for 
a book is admitted on sufferance, and restricted 
to standing-room near the door. Peremptory 
notices posted all about warn him that he 
must keep away from the books, and that the 
alcoves are closed to him. He may think him- 
self fortunate if, through an opening between 
the catalogue chests, he can catch a glimpse of 
his old friends, trembling on their shelves, in 
anticipation of some new outrage ; and, crown- 
ing indignity of all, both to himself and to the 
books, the volumne for which he asks is handed 
to him over a counter, as if it were matches in a 
paper, or two pounds of cheese. All this is 
done, really with the old object of hoarding the 
books, but ostensibly with a view to making the 
library useful ; and thus, as Petruchio, under 

se of solicitude, deprived the unfortunate 

atharine of her nuptial dinner, so the modern 


librarian has robbed the book-lover of his li- 
brary. The pretended theory is that the man 
who goes to a library for a book is an ignorant 
robber, —ignorant, and therefore he must be told 
what book he wants; a robber, and therefore 
the books must be hidden from him. There are 
libraries, however, and notably one in this city, 
within the shadow of the State House, which 
have refrained from adopting the robber theory, 
and yet seem to have remaining upon their 
shelves a sufficient number of volumes to satisfy 
their frequenters. Such libraries maintain, in a 
trading and utilitarian age, the tradition of 
literature; and if by chance their custodians 
should be locked in among the books on some 
dark night, we may be sure that the ghosts, as 
they descended from their shelves at the witch- 
ing hour, would greet them in a kindly and 
fraternal manner; whereas, a librarian of the 
new school, with his theory of ignorance and 
robbery, if placed in the same precarious situa- 
tion, would be torn into as many pieces as there 
were subjects in his catalogue.—JSoston d. adver- 
tiser, May 17. 


BIRMINGHAM NEWSROOMS. 
By J. D. MULLINs, 


THAT nearly ten thousand men s ould use these 
rooms day by day, with perfect order and evi- 
dent pleasure, is quite as worthy of remark, in 
its way, as the good use which is made of the 
books in the Library. At nine o'clock in the 
morning there is always a little crowd of men 
waiting for the Newsrooms to open; rot mere 
idlers wanting to kill time, but mainly men 
‘out of employment,” clean, smart, active 
fellows ‘‘ wanting work.’’ Pencil and paper 
are soon at work jotting down the chance of a 
**job"’ in this paper and that, the Bristol, or 
the Liverpool, or the Birmningham papers as the 
case might be. There are the three or four tables 
allotted to “ladies,” for whom any paper or 
periodical they require is brought by the attend- 
ants—a far better plan, it seems to us, than 
putting the “ladies’’ into a room by them- 
selves with a limited supply of ‘“* suitable 
papers."’ All that there is in the vast room 
is at their demand or request, and their pres- 
ence in the room is pleasant and decidedly 
civilizing in its tendency, and no rudeness or 
slightest discourtesy has ever been shown to 
them by any of the thousands of men of all 
classes who use the place. Later on come a 
miscellaneous crowd more difficult to describe, 
elderly folk past work but not past wanting 
to know “ how the world goes,’’ ailing folk too 
weak to work just yet. There is no place much 
more wholesome and educative in the best sense 
of the word than a good general newsroom. 
Turn Mr. ‘‘ All-on-one-side’’ loose here and 
let him wander among the papers, Liberal and 
Conservative, Jewish and Christian, Catholic 
and Protestant, High Church and Low Church, 
Conformist and Nonconformist, American and 
English, Scientific, Pictorial, Mechanical, and 
Commercial ; and if he is not straightened into 
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a sense of how much there is to know, and 
how much he has to learn, then he is indeed 
a heavy man. How disgusted one elderly 
gentleman became the other day on finding that 
for nearly half an hour he had been reading 
the wrong newspaper, and had got all his set- 
tled ideas of right and wrong rudely upset, his 
liver disturbed, and apoplexy made imminent 
by an eloquent leader on the wrong side—that 
is the other side, not his side. With the con- 
stant traffic and passing to and fro, and on a 
boarded floor the room is not perhaps as quiet 
as a fastidious ear could desire, but the guardian 
angel (in uniform) evidently tries to keep the 
room as quiet as he can by politely informing 
gentlemen who form groups for gossip 
“no conversation is allowed.” This is of the 
utmost importance, as conversation would soon 
become much too general if permitted, and lead 
to arguments more vigorous than agreeable. 
Then if in the morning we see the men who are 
out of work, the men who are past work, and 
those who are not able to work, at ‘‘ dinner- 
time,” there is quite a rush of the men who 
“are at work’’ Somehow they run in and 
spend a good part of the dinner hour here. 
At four there is another rush for the evening 
papers, and at night when work is done every 
seat is occupied. — Birmingham daily mail, 
Feb. 22.* 


WHAT A LIBRARIAN SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT BINDING. 


By James B. NICHOLSON, 


[Mr. NICHOLSON sends to the Pudlishers’ weekly 
some remarks on the need which a bookseller has 
to understand binding. They will apply about as 
well to a librarian. ] 

He should be able to tell when he takes 
a bound book in his hands whether it has 
been done ‘‘in boards’’ or ‘‘out of boards ;’’ 
whether it has been properly backed, and the 
joints are even; whether the squares are 
regular ; if the edges have been scraped before 
they were gilt; whether the head-bands have 
been worked, or stuck on; whether the leather 
has been neatly pared and the book properly put 
in leather ; whether the finishing is ** hand tool- 
ing’’ or “stamped ;’’ and if it is neatly, and 
durably bound. He should be educated up to a 
point that would enable him to appreciate the 
difference between a mere mechanical and an 
artistic piece of work. He should be able to 
know all the materials that are used in covering 
books. He should know that real morocco is 
the dressed skin of a goat, whether it be smooth, 
straight-grained or have been grained as turkey 
morocco. He should know veritable levart 
morocco from all its counterfeits. He should 
know sheepskin, whether as skivers, roans, 
bark, law, colored or grained to imitate 
morocco. He should know the bastard leathers, 
whether put up as Persian morocco, grained 
bock, or smooth, and he should be able to 
distinguish genuine russia leather from cow 
leather, or any imitation, Few have this 


knowledge. 


[Mr. Nicholson then gives some instances of 
lack of knowledge among publishers that might 
easily be paralleled in another calling. ] 

A prominent house in New England advertised 
an edition of the Poets as being bound 1n crushed 
levant morocco. ... The books were covered in 
thin, ungrained English morocco, the cost of 
which was a mere moiety of levant morocco, 
and the manipulation not one fourth as ex- 
pensive. 

A house of the highest respectability ia one of 
our large cities advertised Poetical Works, bound 
in ‘‘ full tree calf,’’ at a very low figure. They 
were bound with a very narrow calf back, and 
the sides were nothing but paper, up to the joints, 
merely marbled and varnished in imitation of 
** tree calf.” 

A publisher in New York was getting up a 
handsome book for the holidays, and he invited 
estimates from several binders, the only speci- 
fication being that the book was to be bound 
in ‘‘full morocco, gilt edges.”" Most of the 
binders gave estimates based on how such a 
book should be bound. One gave an estimate 
based entirely upon the specifications, and being 
much the lowest. he got the job, as a matter of 
course. When the first lot was turned in, it 
was found that the binding was ‘‘ case’’ work, 
the back and sides were stamped with an incon- 
gruous mediey of old stamps, the edges cut by 
a machine and never scraped, with a common 
head-band ‘‘ stuck on,”’ and the whole affair, 
rough and uncouth. When the publisher com- 
plained, his letter was produced ; there was the 
full morocco, and there was the gilt edge. His 
specifications were imperfect, and advartage 
had been taken of that fact. It was too near 
Christmas for any other binder to get up the 
remainder of the edition in good style, and 
the result was that, instead of there being a 
handsome profit un the publication, there was 
aloss. The binding killed the book. 


THE BOOK THIEF’S NEW DEVICE. 


“ THE newest trick of book thieves is a most 
curious one,”’ said a Nassau Street book dealer 
yesterday, ‘“‘and I confess it took me in com- 
pletely this morning, although I've been in the 
business forty years and thought I knew a good 
deal. A very well dressed man came in yesterday 
and represented himself as the assistant librarian 
of the new public library in Cleveland. He 
said he had come to this city to buy twenty thou- 
sand books, among which he wanted to include 
about forty representative copies of old theo- 
logical works printed in New England within 
the first century after the settlement of the Puri- 
tans. 

** Of course I gave him permission to look at 
what I had in that line,” said the book dealer. 
* After examining the books for about half an 
hour the man went out, saying that he intended to 
visit other book stores in the neighboorhood. 
He returned about three o'clock in the afternoon 
and looked again at the books, and then went 


away, promising to call this morning and make 
his purchases, 
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“ Just after he had gone I noticed that he had 
tone of the books back onthe wrong shelf. 
t was a volume of Cotton Mather’s sermons 
printed in Cambridge, in 1658, and was almost 
unique in this country. Taking it down I felt 
that there was some small substance between 
some of the leaves, and, sure enough, there was 
—a piece of wet string laid along against the 
binding, just back of where had been a wood- 
cut portrait of Cotton Mather himself. But the 
woodcut had disappeared. The rascal had 
slipped the wet string in during his first visit to 
the store, and it had so moistened the paste with 
which the portrait was fastened in the book that 
during his second visit he had slipped the cut 
out and put it in his pocket without cutting or 
tearing it in the least. An examination of the 
volumes the thief had looked over revealed the 
fact that he had in the same way stolen seventeen 
other woodcuts and engravings, the loss of 
which decreases the value of the volumes fully 
one half. For instance, the Cotton Mather ser- 
mons were worth $180 with the portrait, while 
without it I can’t sell the book for more than 
$50. Do lexpecttocatch him? Well, I hardly 
expect to be so fortunate.” 

**What do you think the man can sell his 
plunder for ?” asked the reporter. 

“Well, probably for about $500 — perhaps 
more,” said the book dealer. ‘‘ And I pity the 
public libraries. of the cif¥, for that man evident- 
ly knows just what woodcuts and engravings are 
the rarest and most valuable, and he will play 
the same trick in those places if the librarians 
are not very careful.” — WV. Y. Herald, May 17. 


CARLYLE ON LIBRARIES. 


AGENTLEMAN had written to Carlyle for partic- 
ulars of the “ Literary Fund,’’ to which an old 
relative of his (of Greenock) wished to leave a 
legacy. Carlyle replied, June 25, 1857, prom- 
ising to get the address of the society, and 
then continued : 

“* As to this benevolent old gentleman—whose 
project really does him honor in one's mind—I 
confess I could wish him some surer method of 
doing spiritual benefit to his fellow-creatures 
than this, so far as I know it, promises to be. 
[Here follows his usual praise of silence. } 


“ Did he never think of founding a really good 
library at Greenock ; and leaving a small en- 
dowment to the schoolmaster for circulating 
the books among all the inhabitants? In we//- 
chgsen books lies, more than anywhere else, 
all the wisdom that man yet has; as in ill- 
chosen books lies, most flagrantly of all, what- 
soever is choicest and most pernicious in his 
folly! To get a library well chosen (chosen 
by men of insight and probity) in any town, 
might require much consideration in a chari- 
table testator; but by consideration it might 
be approximately done, and done, this were 
the real ‘ building of a kirk’ in these times ! 

** Yours always truly, 
“tT, YLE,” 


Library Economy and Wistory. 


BERRIEKR AND Jouin. Histoire et description 
de la Bibliothéque mazarine. Paris, Plon, 
Nourrit, et Cie, 1884. 24 p. 8°. 1 fr. 50. 

BourMont, Comte A, de. La bibliotheque de 
l'Univ. de Caen au tse siécle. Paris, Soc. 
Bibliog., 1884. 16 p. 8°. 

Extr. from Polydiblion, 

Isaacs & FLOKENCE, architects. New library for 
the Honble. Society of Gray's Inn, perspective 
view. (In Auilding news, Ap. 4) 


To contain 11,000 vols. A room 36x22, with 
a gallery g ft. above the floor. Buokcases and 
fittings of oak. Material red brick with Port- 
land stone bands, cornices, and fittings. Base- 
ment and ground floor to be let. Cost over 
£7000. 
MatTTuHerws, J. Brander. The home library, by 

Arthur Penn [pseud.]. N. Y., Appletons, 

1883. 154 p. D. 


Full of sensible advice on the choice and 
the keeping of books. 


A MODEL public library. (In Mature, Aug. 25, 
1883.) 2col. 


An account of the library at Watford (a 
town of 10,000 inhabitants, the penny rate pro- 
ducing £144 2s.), and nine institutions that have 
gathered round it. Section A, the library prop- 
er has about 7000 v., and issues about 12,000 a 
year, an annual payment of 3s. being required 
for taking books home. This small subscrip- 
tion enables the committee to spend about £ 50 
a year in new books. Bis the school of science 
and art. C_ is entertainments, which is set 
going as occasion offers ; of course it is expect- 
ed to be a help to the general fund. D is the 
Youth's Institute, supported by special honorary 
subscribers and by a penny a week paid by its 
members for admission to the reading-room, 
because without that the room was toofull. E 
is a private subscription room, supported by 
about 100 members at 10s. a year each, which is 
spent in newspapers and periodicals, made 
available to the public after their use by the 
club. F is a School of Music, supported by 160 
students and by subscriptions from the vice- 
presidents. G is the nucleus ofa museum. H, 
the English Literature Club, meets weekly dur- 
ing the winter, at the library rooms, adding 
greatly to the care with which the books are 
read and consequently to the pleasure and in- 
formation drawn from them. ven needlework 
in elementary schools has its ** head centre” in 
a committee of three gentlemen of the Watford 
Public Library. Fifty-four schools compete 
and 1500 specimens are shown. The same 
association also supports a school of cookery. 
Other offshoots of the library are the Herts 
Natural History Society, the Forester’s Club, 
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Junior Forester’s Club, and the Shepherd’s Club, 
each having its meeting place at the library 
rooms. “What we wish to set forth is the 
reasonableness of this forming all together the 
work of a single ‘committee of educationy’ and 
that a rate-supported pubihe library should be 
the central institution, whose committee should 
Set in co-ordinate motion all the parts of this 
local education machine. Very great is the 
economy of one institution working all together, 
in the matter of rooms, advertising, and printing ; 
in one man receiving, as the librarian does at 
Watford, all the subscriptions and fees paid to 
these various societies, the five per cent allowed 
him upon all giving him a tangible interest in in- 
creasing each, as such a central worker must 
have the means of doing, and in stirring up all 
to a friendly rivalry in well-doing. And the ad- 
vantage can hardly be overstated of the power of 
such an organization to bring together earnest 
workers, who might otherwise have followed 
either a secluded path or one crossing that of 
other workers ; in the one case, occurring most 
frequently in small communities, doing little for 
the advance of intelligence and information ; 
and in the other case, to which large cities are 
most liable, wasting time and efforts which are 
often thwarted by mere local jealousies.” 

Tue NeW Municipal Buildings and Free Public 
Library, Leeds. (In Zhe Graphic, London, 
Apr. 26, p. 392, 394.) 

The new building, which has been five years 
in construction and cost £ 120,000 is to be used 
half for city offices, half for the library. The 
reading-room of which two views are given, is 
80 x 40 feet, ‘‘ and is divided into a broad nave 
and aisles by anarcade of six arches, carried 
upon polished granite pillars, the latter sur- 
mounted by intricately carved capitals, each dif- 
fering in design. Upon the pillars rest semi- 
circular stone arches, which give form to the 
vaulted ceiling. The walls are tiled throughout. 
Almost every tile has been specially designed ; 
almost every capital and column has been vari- 
ously ornamented, and there may be discovered 
— the carving minute busts of literary celeb- 

ties.” 

Poote, W: F. Remarks on library construction ; 
appended an examination of Rev. J. S. Smith- 
meyer’s Suggestions on livrary architecture. 
Chicago, Jansén, McClurg & Co., 1884. 34 
p. O. 

Review of the pending legislation on the nation- 
al library ; with comments on the facts and 
issues involved, the action of public bodies 
thereon, and conclusions in the shape of sug- 
gestions. Wash., 1884. 8°. 

Suaw & HUNNEWELL, architects. Watertown 

[Mass.] Free Library. (In American Archi- 

tect, May 10.) 

A handsome building, not apparently too well 


lighted. 


Abstracts of and Extracts from Reports. 


Merc. Lib., N. Y. (added, 5853 ; total, 203,- 
150; issued, 126,089). The Fifth Avenue branch 
ises to prove a success. The business iu 

all departments is larger than last year. 


Middlesex Mechanics’ Assoc., Lowell, Mass., 
M.. £. Sargent, dbrarian. (Extract from a cir- 
cular.) “ The name of the institution implies an 
exclusiveness which it had in its early days, 
when mechanics, only, were allowed to enjoy its 
privileges. Since that time the only conditions 
of admission have been a good character and 
the payment of an entrance fee of $6. The 
annual assessment for men is $1.50; for women 
75 cents. Any person not a member may use 
either the library or reading-room by the pay- 
ment of $2 a year or 75 cents quarterly ; he 
may use both library and reading-room by pay- 
ing $3 annually or $1 quarterly. Bs 

** The library was re-modelled not many years 
ago into a very inviting and home-like room, 
where one has the quiet of his own study and 
unristricted access to every book. The librarian 
has an exceptional interest in her work, is very 
painstaking in her attentions to her patrons, 
and on account of her long term of service has a 
thorough acquaintance with the books. The 
new charging system facilitates the delivery of 
books, and prevents the necessity of issuing 
cards, which are always a bother to the holder. 
There is no crowding, and no one has to wait 
to be served, as is the case in most large public 
libraries. The new catalogue enables one to 
look up almost any sub,;ect and grows more use- 
ful every day. Very seldom does a person 
seeking information turn away dissatisfied. The 
tastes of readers are carefully regarded. Never 
is a book not in the library recommended that is 
not noted down, and almost always an effort is 
made to purchase it. 

‘*The attention of parents is especially in- 
vited to the juvenile department. The books 
for the young are catalogued by themseives, and 
an alcove ig set apart for them. Good books 
are like good companions, and such only are 
now introduced to our shelves. Books written 
on Lowell and by Lowell authors are catalogued 
under the head of Lowell, and most of them are 

in an alcove by themselves. 

** A list of the new books, with their numbers, 
is published every two or three months in the 
Lowell Daily Courier. Most of them are ex- 
plained in notes taken from the leading critics 
of the day. 

“*Topics of public interest are noted, and 
sources of information concerning them are 
advertised. 

“A course of reading in English history is 
now in process of preparation. The books on 
the Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman periods 
are nearly ready. Notes will explain the part 
which each book contributes to the elucidation 
of the subject.” 

Mitchell L., Glasgow. (Added, 6557 v. and 
pm. ; total, 51,582 v. and pm., or 32, sepa- 
rate works ; issued, 381,607.) The work is still 
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carried on under the serious difficulties insepa- 
rable from insufficient and unsuitable premises ; 
and the library is still exposed to undue risk of 
injury by fire. 

** The number of volumes in the Pvuets’ Cor- 
ner (including Burns) is now 4816. The Glas- 
gow collection numbers about 2200. The col- 
lection of early Glasgow printing now numbers 
about 750 volumes. Toward the formation of 
a collection of books on the Covenanters, a few 
additional volumes have been added, but the 
scheme has not as yet taken definite form. It 
is, however, kept in mind, and all available 
means will be taken to carry it into effect. 

“The second million of volumes issued was 
completed on Saturday, 1 Sept., 1883, being 1790 
working days from the opening of the library. 
I am not aware of any previous instance in 
which so many books were read within the same 
period of the opening of a public library. 

** The number of volumes issued to ladies was 
small, only 2181. For this the want of suitable 
separate accommodation is responsible, as ex- 
perience elsewhere shows that where this is pro- 
vided, ladies take advantage of the reference 
libraries in large numbers. A majority of the 
readers belong to the artisan class, and there 
are considerable numbers of clerks and stu- 
dents, with some professional men. A very 
large proportion are well under middle age, 
many under twenty. The reading shows that 
very much of it is unmistakably for the advance- 
ment of education and the acquisition of in- 
formation, many of the readers habitually tak- 
ing copious extracts from the books they are 
perusing. 

“The magazine room, where are placed the 
current numbers of weekly, monthly, and quar- 
terly periodicals, continues to be a very popular 
department of the library. More than a third 
of the visitors consult only these periodicals, 
and make no call for books from the shelves. 
There is no count made of the number of refer- 
ences to the current periodicals, but it is esti- 
mated that they are not much fewer than the 
volumes issued over the counter.” 


Newton (Mass.) F. L. ‘* The gradual but 
healthful change in the taste and requisitions of 
our readers. Our comparative statistics show 
a significant gain in the percentage of works of 
history, of natural science, of essays, poetry, and 
dramatic works, and of theology, and a slight 
decrease in the percentag : of fiction. Two things 
result from this fact. It requires much more 
time to read these substantial books, and fewer 
books will therefore be taken out during the 
year ; and the neglect, whic:. this better reading 
renders necessary, of the lighter literature, de- 
creases (without occasioning regret) the circula- 
ition of the library at the point where it is most 
sensitive, and where it usually finds its largest 
field for growth. In the different wards of the 
city, clubs have been formed, both of adults and 
youth, for general reading, for historical study, 
for political discussions, and for investigations 
in natural science. The effect of these associa- 
tions is felt in a marked degree at the Library, 


both in the quality of books now sought, and in 
the use of it for constant reference and study. 
The very highest office that can | e sought or de- 
sired for the Library, it is already beginning to 
accomplish forthe community. Its work as a 
people's university is fairly opened. Every day 
its tables are covered with volumes fur examina- 
tion by those who are interested in some special 
form of study. It is becoming more and more a 
reference library, without limiting its usefulness 
and breacith as a circulating medium. 

** One of our citizens who has taken a deep and 
intelligent interest in the Library, Mr. Samuel 
P. May, suggests that it would be of service to 
students if persons owning rare books or col- 
lections, if willing to have them consulted, should 
furnish a list of them to the librarian."’ 


Southbriige(Mass.). (Added 512 ; total 9774; 
issued 17,844.) ‘' One of the most encouraging 
features in the work of the Library is that so 
many are learning its profitable use.” 


Springfield (O.) P. L. (Added, 1605: total, 
10,614 ; issued, 80,650.) 

Stirling's and Glasgow P. L. (Added, 684; 
issued, 72,017; library use, 60,222.) The re- 
arrangement is nearly finished ; the classes are : 
A, Theol., Philos, Eccl. hist. (160 shelves); 
B, Biog. (114 sh.); C, Hist., Voy. and Trav., 
Geog. (240) ; D, Sci., Nat. Hist. (58); E, Fine 
Arts (18); F, Law, Politics, Commerce, Sociol- 
ogy (30); G, Language (13); H, Poetry, Drama 
(54); K, Fiction (79); M, miscellaneous lit., 
incl. magazines (457); P, Patents (118); Scou- 
ler collection (38): Books on Scotland (50). 
The cost of the list of additions for 1883 was 
defrayed by the advertisements in it. The in- 
crease in the number of readers has not in the 
least interfered with the success of the Mitchell 
Library. 

Yg. Men's Assoc., Buffalo, 1883-4. (Added 
3085 ; total 46,579; issued 99,108.) Readers 
have been meeting, for some months past, with 
less satisfactory treatment at our hands than 
we strove formerly to accustom ihem to; the 
books of the day have been ready for them 
with less promptitude ; their wants have been 
watched and studied less carefully; our bul- 
letins have been delayed, and our catalogues 
have fallen behind. But these are conse- 
quences that became unavoidable so soon as 
extra calls were made upon the working force 
of the library, which is really not large enough 
for its every-day demands. It has been our 
misfortune, moreover, that frequent changes 
have taken place, of late, among the librarian’s 
assistants, so that the experience and acquaint- 
ance with books that are requisite for an efficient 
service in the institution have been seriously 
wanting. 

It is to these causes, in the main, that I at- 
tribute some unsatisfactory features in our 
statistics of circulation for the last year. We 
still show an advance over any previous twelve 
months, but it is greatly diminished, and the 
diminution appears in the last quarter of the 


year. 
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Another fact is a slight decline 
of the reading matter which 
nished. In my report last Feb was able 

to show that, comparing the use fiction with 
that of history, y. travel, art, science, 
and ~ literature during the five years then 

. the former had fallen off slowly but steadily, 
fom year to year in favor of the latter. 


continued in the tables which I now present. 
We find, on the contrary, that novel readi 


by - 

filth of the ground it had previously lost. 
I have little dowbt that Loth of these unsatis- 

(oeterp symptoms are a prompt warning to us of 
the consequence of permitting the work of the 

to suffer even slight neglect, or the 

ite service to be impaired. The in- 


lanes, industry ead capoblluy with which “se 
every dey carried on 
the volumes missing. lees then 
hewve from the of 
readers and @ith referem et @hw 
very protected by bet 


Midliograty. 


THE SAGACITY AND MORALITY OF PLANTS yeu 
MEMOIRS OF MARSHAL BUGEAUD: firm 


A Si anc ¢ 


A. B., who points out some sources from which 

it might be made more complete: 

Lonvon catalogue of periodicals, newspapers, 
and transactions ; with a list of metropolitan 
printing societies. London, Longmans, 1884. 
O. ts. 

May (C. H.) & Co.'s press manual ; complete 
list of newspapers, magazines, etc., pub. in 
the United Kingdom. London, C. H. May & 
Co., 1884. 4°. 6d. 

Ch.-Emile. Bibliographie générale des 
Gaules, répertoire systématique et al phabétique 
des ouvrages, mémoires, et notices conc. |'his 
toire, la topographie, la religion, les antiquités 
et le langage de la Gaule jusqu’d la fin du se 
siécle, te période : publications ... jusqu'en 
1870. livre. Bibliog., feuilles 26-57, A- 
pet part. 

This work won the Hi: unet medal from the Aca: 
des inect., and is printed in the Hrunet ayle 
Miva, Prenciece da. Dic. bibling 

portegers. Tom. 10 (5 de Suppl.) Liston « 

Payee Colter and be 

works, (le Now. Dee, 


illu », cloth, $3 1849 By C H Fdwted from h 
te vols., 8vo, cloth, $12 
“SCENES” IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS Fr y Char M. Yong als., ! 
By D \ 12m0 h, $2. PRECIOUS STONES AND GEMS, their Hist: ry an 
Distinguished Characteristics. By | In W. STRERTER, 
RELIGION. By in Tut ,D.D., LL.D. 8vo, 


AN 


ACADEMY NOTES, 18% 


SCRIBNER & WELFORD, 745 Broxanway, New Yor, 


- diminution of novel reading since 1879 had 
ine amounted at that time to five per cent of our 
= total circulation. But the good story is not 
ane feeding of the public 
mere Gependent, perhaps, than we easily 
| 
\ 
SVENO 


GRONINGEN. Catalogus Bibliothecae Guyoti- 
anae instituti surdo-mutorum Groningani. 
Pars specialis. De surdo-mutis, balbis, cxcis, 
mente imbecilibus ; cur. A. W. Alings. Gron., 
Hoitsema, 1883. 8+244 p. 8°. (Not in the 
trade. ) 

[Rocer, H. C.] Catalogus van de bibliotheken 
der ‘* Maatschappij tot Bevordering der Toon- 
kunst"’ en der ‘‘ Vereeniging voor Noord- 
Nederlandsch Muziekgeschiedenis."" Amst. 
1384. 44+145+22 p. 8°. 

Not in the trade, but to be had from the Uni- 
versity Library at Amsterdam for 1 fi. 

The Boston P. L. spring bulletin contains a 
list of mathematical books added in 1883, con- 
tinuations of ‘* American local history’ and 
Henjamin Franklin,” the scheme by which 
tithes are arranged in the catalogue under cities 
Hote about a provincial samp act of 1755, and 
« tepr.at of the proclamation of the act. 

The Univ, bullewn for May contin: 
wes the of Prolemy + Geugraphy 
aed Kobl collection, aad conclades” 
in Petermana's Muthetleagen.~ 


Gaert, Armond. Tables chronel.. mithed., 
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ALLEN, James Lane, Anonymity. (In Critic, 
Dec. 22, 1883.) 41 cm, 

On the duty of — what shall we call it — pha- 
,neronimity ? ‘A great curse to the cause of letters 
has been this practice of anonymity ; and if the 
history of it is ever written, the book will be a 
bad showing up for humanity. A world of 
trouble anonymous and pseudonymous writing 
has long been giving and is now giving the 
earnest lilarians and bitliographers, first of 
France and Germany, next ot Italy, England, 
and America, One thinks with pain of the weary 
labors of Mylius, llaceius, and Fabricius, and 
of the even more indefatigable Barbier, who 
in the first quarter of the century had collected 
the names of 24,000 books and 17,000 writers. * 

“ Apealptic cnomen points out Eternity’s 
divisibility rated with ime, pointed at by Crno- 
mon's Sidereals.”" Phil., Francis and Robert 


Hailey, i795. Who is the author 4 


on the art of fading shrines, mimes, ot 
by the hazel fod.” «4 translation of 
Lorrain Vallemont’s La 


4 tomes i tj “ 
n contributed arties frons, mor for the 
tailer’s commissi on some expensive work 
of speuing tpitalization, etc... articies <a 
| offe t dire o iy let takes it 
request adherence to ther awn style. ters it du tiy tot 
2 P but on condition that it be delivered at the me 
Subscribers ave entitled te advertise books wanted, or 
price, ithe reta So he avoids al 
duplicates for sale or exchange, at the nominal rate of | rice, througn he! 
5 cents per line (regular rate 15 cents); alse to adver- | trouble of correspondence about detects and 


tise for situations or assistance to the extent of § lines 


Sree of charge. 


QA has enrune hetw +} 
thar ‘ eal 

pt sore e wh 
works necessary to them o ther vn | 
Again, Petzholdt declares that he never h 

: been willing to accept any specia ‘ ma 

a bookseller based the un rsta 


the library is to take all its books trom 


He gives it to be understood that he takes his | cial 


for the remittance of money, and yet leaves to 


the retailer some profit on the transaction. 
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HOW WE WORK AT POUGHKEFPSIE. 
By J: C. Sickiey, Crry Liprarian. 

THERE are many ways for a librarian to add 
to the comfort and convenience of his readers, 
and increase the usefulness of his library, even 
though it be small. A few instances of what 
has been accomplished in the Poughkeepsie 
City Library during the past year may prove not 
uninteresting. 

It has been the custom to place upon the 
shelf or counter which separates the bookcases 
from the public, novels and juvenile fiction for 
those who wish to select for themselves ; the 
novels being placed on one side of the charging 
desk and the juveniles on the other. The first 
of the year, (1883) I procured four Economy 
book supports and on the fiction side placed 
several histories, essays, books of travel, sci 
ence, etc., and on the juvenile side similar works 
suitable tor children. The books immediately 
attracted attention, and many who before had 
selected novels chose one of these. The juvenile 
books too were often chosen by children who 
before had devoted themselves to Optic and Al- 
ger. The plan was commended by the library 
committee, and proved successful, not only in 
luring novel readers, but was appreciated by 
readers of a better class of literature, who often 
made selections from these books. Care was 
taken to keep the racks well filled with books 
and frequent changes were made in them. 

A reference room was added to the library 
during the summer. This was much needed. 
The use of the reading-room tables to con- 
sult reference books was annoying, both to 
readers and those consulting. The work of 
preparing the room, with the addition of new 
cases and other repairs necessitated the closing 
of the library for about five weeks. On reopen- 
ing in September, I made some suggestions to 
the committee, which were approved by them 
and carried out at once. 

lhe first of these, was to place in every school 
of the city, public and private, a catalogue of 
the library for the use of teachers and pupils. 
(The catalogue is arranged on the plan of the 
Brooklyn catalogue.) In addition to the twelve 
public schools, with their several departments, 
there are eighteen private schools and seminaries. 
A catalogue was placed in each school, anda 
circular letter sent to each teacher, asking that 
pupils be shown the use of the catalogue, and ad- 
vised with as to the best reading. Teachers were 


also requested to bring or send their pupils to 
the library when desiring information other than 
from text-books. Teachers who wished were 
also allowed to draw three books at once if de- 
sired ; books to be used for school purposes. A 
rule was also made that where a class at school, 
or members of a literary or reading club desired 
certain books for consultation for a short period, 
these books would be withdrawn from circulaticn 
and kept in the library during the time required. 


A notice was also prepared, stating briefly 


some facts in reference to the librarv, — that it 
was free, number and class of books, reading 
room, etc. This I caused to be posted in every 


factory and many of the business houses in the 
city. Lists of new books were published in our 
daily papers from time to time, and lists of 
books in the library containing reference or in- 
formation about current events or matters of 
local or general interest the Newburg Cen- 
tennial, g4octh Anniversary of Luther, Matthew 
Arnold ete Set. 

Originality, of course, is not claimed for all 


this, but it was new to our city and library, and 
Although the 


library was closed for five weeks, over 1200 


. 
has given gratifying results 


more books were loaned than in 1882, when it 


was open the entire year There was a decrease 
in the reading of fiction of over five per cent, there 
was an increased use of the library by children. 
room of 


One teacher sent her entire class 
twenty-seven pupils, with a request that they 
be allowed to take books. There was also an 


rence books, and more 


increase in the use of ref 
readers at the reading tables rhe catalogues in 
the schools have been of much use to teachers 
and pupils, enabling them to select and send 
for such books as are wanted. Many teachers 
have applied for and are using the special cards 


issued to them 


CONCERNING LIBRARIES. 

It is well known that the great object of people 
who have books is to prevent other people 
from reading them No man ever yet lent a 
book willingly ; and all literature testifies that 
| authors who have submitted, without public 
|} outery or lamentation, to be robbed of um- 

brellas, rubbers, money, and friends have 

been unable to bear in silence the non-return 
of an odd volume or two. In former times 
librarians were selected in frank accordance 
with this principle, and it was tacitly main- 
tained by the trustees, and acknowledged by 
the would-be users of a library, that the main 
duty of the person in charge was to see that 
| the books were read as little as might be. In 


vit 


June, "84.] 


the same manner, the hours during which 
libraries were open to the public were restrict- 
ed, so that as tew pe »ple as p ssible should 


have access tot and in one case, that ota 


small town in Connecticut, we believe he true 


understood 


objects of the rary were so well 
and provided for, that it was Kept open curing 
one hour of ! only ; and that hour being 
the universal dinner e of the place the conse- 

e was, al ght of the ibrarian 
ind t ontentment of the t es,—that not 
above a doze »ks were tak n the course 
of a whole yea 

This sv m. however, had its advantages. A 

rary in the ivs was a true ary, 

man 

The rarian loved the books, and hoarded 
them like g pieces. To him that loveth much, 
much st! forgiven and the asperities of 
tt vid rian re easily pardoned The 
library itsell Was a place ipart, having an at- 


mospher ) ov 
soothed the ears of ali rossed its threshold 
Some dust and some disorder there were, but 
such as arose from a reverent disinclination to 
trouble the repose of the books, rather than 
from acareless disregard of them. There was 
no bustle of k-getting or book-returning, and 
no attendants, except the librarian himself, a 
preoccupied man in black Books were taken 
out by literary instinct, Whhout any omplicated 
ind obtrusive system of cataioguing, an 1, 
ve utes, doors irriers div | 
the visitor from the books ; or conquer the 
| rrian himseil i vou were free to browse 
at will from a e to alcove 
[The modern rarian has come in like a 
whirlwind. H s throw le the shutters, 
1 up th Ss, an estroy the 
nensive half light whi t prop umina- 
tion of a library S astic fr e flies away 
it the t I t s | s-like nd, and the 
rary atmos ere fat library, whicl n 
f is an ed i influence, gives way to the 
every-day air of a workshoy The dignity of the 
books is invaded, and a corps of assistant 
ywarians hustle them about, lisigure them 
with numbers, labels and letters, and rearrange 
them upon fanciful theories [he applicant tor 
a book is admitted on sufferance, and restricted 
to standing-room ne the door. Peremptory 
notices warn him that he 
must ke y 1m the books, and that the 
alcoves are closed to him He may think him- 
self fortunate if, through an opening between 
the catalogue chests, he can atch a ipse of 
his old friends, trembiing on their es, in 
anticipation of some new ilrage and, crown 
ing indignity of all, b th to himself and to the 
books, the volumne for which he isks is handed 


r as ii it were m atchnes in a 
or two pounds ot cheese All this 


paper, 
the old object of hoarding the 


done, really with 
books, but ostensibly with a view to m aking the 
‘srary useful ; and thus, as Petruchio, under 
guise of solicitude, deprived the unfortunate 


Katharine of her nuptial dinner, so the modern 
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brarian has robbed the book-lover of his li- 


brary The pretended theory !s that the man 
who goes toa rary for a book is an norant 
r" gnorant, and therefore he must be told 
what k yvants a robber, and theretore 
tt <s st be hidden from him There are 
librar however, and notably one in this city, 
within the shadov f the State House, which 
have refr ron opting the robber theory 
and’ yet see to ive remaining upon their 
shelves a suff nt number of volumes to satisty 
their trequenters Such braries maintain na 
trading a utilitarian age the tradition of 
literature ind if by chance their custodians 
should be ked in among the ks on some 
dark night, we may be sure that the ghosts, as 
they descended from their shelves at the witch- 
ing hour, wt { greet them in a kinaly ind 
fraternal manner whereas, a librarian of the 
new school, with his theory of ignorance an | 
r ery, if plat ed in the same precarious situa 


were subjects in his catalogue 


rooms day by 


would be torn into as many pieces as there 


Boston d, adver- 


May 17. 


BIRMINGHAM NEWSROOMS 
By J. D. MULLIN 


fuse these 


THAT nearly ten thousand men s oul 
lay, with perfect order and =evi- 
lent pleasure, is quite as worthy of remark, tm 


it 


use which made of the 

At nine o'clock in the 
morning crowd of men 
waiting for the Newsrooms to open, not mere 
idlers wanting to kil time, but mainiy men 
‘out of employment,’” clean, smart, active 
iting work.’’ Pencil and paper 
are soon at work jotting down the chance of a 
“job” in this paper and that, the Bristol, or 


ts way, as the good 
»oks in the Library 


there is always a litt 


fellows ‘‘ 


1e Liverpool, or the Birmingham papers as the 
case might be [here are the three or four tables 
tted to * ladies,” for whom any paper of 
eriodical they require is brought by the attend- 


Pp 

ants— a far better plan, it seems to Us, than 
putting the “ ladies’’ into a room by them- 
selves with a limited supply of ‘* suitable 


vere is in the vast room 


sand or request, and their pres 
ence in the room is pleasant and decidedly 


n its tendency, and no rudeness or 


civilizing 
slightest discourtesy has ever been shown to 
them by any of the thousands of men ol all 
classes who use the place. Later on come a 


eous crowd more difficult to describe, 


elderly folk past work but not past wanting 
how the world goes,’ 


There is no place much 


to know ailing folk too 


weak to work just yet 
re wholesome and educative in the best sense 
“neral newsroom. 


m 
f the word than a good g 
Turn Mr. ‘* All-on-one-side loose here and 
yapers, Liberal and 


let him wander among the jf 
Conservative, Jewish and Christian, Catholic 
and Protestant, High Church and Low Church, 
Conformist and Nonconformist, American and 
English, Scientific, Pictorial, Mechanical, and 
Commercial ; and if he is not straightened into 


I 
— 
| 
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a sense of how much there is to know, and 
how much he has to learn, then he is indeed 
a heavy man. How disgusted one elderly 
gentleman became the other day on finding that 
for nearly half an hour he had been reading 
the wrong newspaper, and had got all his set- 
tled ideas of right and wrong rudely upset, his 
liver disturbed, and apoplexy made imminent 
by an eloquent leader on the wrong side—that 
is the other side, not his side. With the con- 
stant traffic and passing to and fro, and on a 
boarded floor the room is not perhaps as quiet 
as a fastidious ear could desire, but the guardian 
angel (in uniform) evidently tries to keep the 
room as quiet as he can by politely informing 
gentlemen who form groups for gossip that 
*“no conversation is allowed.” This is of the 
utmost importance, as conversation would soon 
become much too general if permitted, and lead 
to arguments more vigorous than agreeable. 
Then if in the morning we see the men who are 
out of work, the men who are past work, and 
those who are not able to work, at ‘* dinner- 
time,” there is quite a rush of the men who 
“are at work’’ Somehow they run in and 
spend a good part of the dinner hour here. 
Ac four there is another rush for the evening 
papers, and at night when work is done every 
seat is occupied. Birmingham daily mati, 


Feb. 22. 


WHAT A LIBRARIAN SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT BINDING. 
By JAmes B. NICHOLSON, 

| Mr. NICHOLSON sends to the Pudlishers’ weekly 
some remarks on the need which a bookseller has 
to understand binding. They will apply about as 
well to a librarian. | 

He should be able to tell when he takes 
a bound book in his hands whether it has 
been done ‘‘in boards’’ or ‘‘out of boards ;"’ 
whether it has been properly backed, and the 
joints are even; whether the squares are 
regular ; if the edges have been scraped before 
they were gilt: whether the head-bands have 
been worked, or stuck on; whether the leather 
has been neatly pared and the book properly put 
in leather ; whether the finishing is ** hand tool 
ing’’ or “stamped ;’’ and if it is neatly, and 
durably bound. He should be educated up toa 
point that would enable him to appreciate the 
difference between a mere mechanical and an 
artistic piece of work. He should be able to 
know all the materials that are used in covering 
t ks. He should know that real morocco is 
the dressed skin of a goat, whether it be smooth, 
straight-grained or have been grained as turkey 
morocco He should know veritable levait 
morocco from all its counterfeits. He should 
know sheepskin, whether as skivers, roans, 
bark, law, colored or grained to imitate 
morocco. He should know the bastard leathers, 
whether put up as Persian morocco, grained 
beck, or smooth, and he should be able to 
distinguish genuine russia leather from cow 
leather, or any imitation, Few have this 
knowledge. 


[ June, '84. 


[Mr. Nicholson then gives some instances of 
lack of knowledge among publishers that might 
easily be paralleled in another calling. | 

A prominent house in New England advertised 
an edition of the Poets as being bound 1n crushed 
levant morocco. ... The books were covered in 
thin, ungrained English morocco, the cost of 
which was a mere moiety of levant morocco, 
and the manipulation not one fourth as ex- 
pensive. 

A house of the highest respectability in one of 
our large cities advertised Poetical Works, bound 
in ‘* full tree calf,’ at a very low figure. They 
were bound with a very narrow calf back, and 
the sides were nothing but paper, up to the joints, 
merely marbled and varnished in imitation of 
wee cull.” ... 

A publisher in New York was getting up a 
handsome book for the holidays, and he invited 
estimates from several binders, the only speci- 
fication being that the book was to be bound 
in ‘‘full morocco, gilt edges.’” Most of the 
binders gave estimates based on how such a 
book should be bound. One gave an estimate 
based entirely upon the specifications, and being 
much the lowest, he got the job, as a matter of 
course. When the first lot was turned in, it 
was found that the binding was ‘‘ case’ work, 
the back and sides were stamped with an incon- 
gruous medley of old stamps, the edges cut by 
a machine and never scraped, with a common 
head-band ‘‘ stuck on,"’ and the whole affair, 
rough and uncouth. When the publisher com- 
plained, his letter was produced ; there was the 
full morocco, and there was the gilt edge. His 
specifications were imperfect, and advartage 
had been taken of that fact. It was too near 
Christmas for any other binder to get up the 
remainder of the edition in good style, and 
the result was that, instead of there being a 
handsome profit on the publication, there was 
aloss. The binding killed the book. 


THE BOOK THIEF’S NEW DEVICE. 

* THe newest trick of book thieves is a most 
curious one,’’ said a Nassau Street book dealer 
yesterday, “‘and I confess it took me in com- 
plecely this morning, although I've been in the 
business forty years and thought I knew a good 
deal. A very well dressed man came in yesterday 
and represented himself as the assistant librarian 
of the new public library in Cleveland. He 
said he had come to this city to buy twenty thou- 
sand books, among which he wanted to include 
about forty representative copies of old theo- 
logical works printed in New England within 
the first century after the settlement of the Puri- 
tans. 

‘* Of course I gave him permission to look at 
what I had in that line,”’ said the book dealer 
** After examining the books for about half an 
hour the man went out, saying that he intended to 
visit other book stores in the neighboorhood. 
He returned about three o'clock in the afternoon 
and looked again at the books, and then went 
away, promising to call this morning and make 
his purchases, 


June, 


“ Tust after he had gone I noticed that he had 
put one of the books back onthe wrong shelf 
It was a volume of Cotton Mather’s sermons 
printed in Cambridge, in 16558, and was almost 
Taking it down I felt 


that there was some small substance between 


unique in this country. 
some of the leaves, and, sure enough, there was 

-a piece of wet string laid along against the 
binding, just back of where had been a wood- 
cut portrait of Cotton Mather himself. But the 
woodcut had disappeared. The rascal had 
slipped the wet string in during his first visit to 
the store, and it had so moistened the paste with 
which the portrait was fastened in the book that 
during his second visit he had slipped the cut 
out and put it in his pocket without cutting or 
tearing it in the least. An examination of the 
volumes the thief had looked over revealed the 
fact that he had in the same way stolen seventeen 
other woodcuts and engravings, the loss of 
which decreases the value of the volumes tully 
one half. For instance, the Cotton Mather ser- 
mons were worth $180 with the portrait, while 
without it I can’t sell the book for more than 
Well, I hardly 


$s0. Do lexpectto catch him ? 
expect to be so fortunate x 

** What do you think the man can sell his 
plunder for ?” asked the reporter 

‘* Well, probably for about $500 perhaps 
more,” said the book dealer. ‘* And I pity the 
public libraries of the cit¥, for that man evident- 
lv knows just what woodcuts and engravings are 
the rarest and most valuable, and he will play 
if the librarians 
Y. Herald, May 17. 


fi id, ] 


the same trick in those 
are not very careful.” 


CARLYLE ON LIBRARIES 


A GENTLEMAN had written to Carlyle for partic- 
ulars of the “ Literary Fund,’’ to which an old 
relative of his (of Greenock) wished to leave a 
legacy. Carlyle replied, June 25, 1857, prom- 
ising to get the address of the society, and 
then continued 

As to this benevolent old gentleman—whose 


loes him honor in one's mind—I 


urer method of 
w-creaturcs 


confess I could 
itual benefit to his fell 
it, promises to be. 


project re ally 
ld wish him some 
doing spit l 
than this, so far as 1 know 
[Here follows his usual praise of silence. | 
“Did he never think of founding a reall 
‘aving a small en- 
circulating 
the books among all the inhabitants? In we//- 
josen books lies, more than anywhere else, 
all the wisdom that man vet has; as in ill- 
chosen books lies, most flagrantly of all, what- 
is choicest and most pernicious in his 
library well 
probity) in any town, 


v good 
library at Greenock ; and | 
dowment to the schoolmaster tor 


soever 
folly! To geta 
by men of insight and 
might require much consideration in a chari- 
table testator; but by consideration it might 
be approximately done, and dene, this were 
the real ‘ building of a kirk’ in these times ! 
** Yours always truly, 
CARLYLE,” 


chosen (chosen 
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Library Economy and Wistory. 


B I \ J Histoire et description 
e la Bibdliothéque mazarine Paris, Plon, 
Nourrit, et Cie, 1554 24 p. 8 1 fr. 

B A. d La bi lioth it 
Univ ( n au se siecle Paris, Sov 


Isaacs & I ' f New rary for 
the H le. S ty of Gray's Inn, perspective 
view In Ap. 4 
lo contain 11,000 vols \ room 3f , with 


t. above the floor Bookcases and 
ings of oak Material red brick with Port 


ind stone bands, cornices, and fittings lsase- 


ment and ground floor to be let Cost over 

Marrurws, J. Brander. The home library, by 
Arthur Penn |pseud.]. N. Y., Appletons, 


1833 is4 p. D 


Full of sensible advice on the choice and 


tt e keeping ot DOOKS, 
(In Mature, Aug. 25 


A MODE! library. 


1853.) 


public 
2 col 


An account of the library at Watford (a 


} 
ro- 
pr 


town of 10,000 inhabitants, the penny rat 
ducing £144 2s.), and nine institutions that have 
gathered round it Section A, the library prop- 


er has about 7000 v., and issues about 12,000 a 
year, an annual payment of 3s. being required 


This small subscrip- 


for taking 


home 


es the committee to spend about 7/7, 50 


tion ena 
a vear in new books Sis the school of science 
and art. ( is entertainments, which is set 


of course it Is expec t- 
is the 
honorary 


going as occasion offers , 
ed to be a help to the general fund 

Youth's Institute, supported by special 
subscribers and by a penny a week paid by its 
members for admission to the reading-room, 
because without that the room was too full I 
by 


is a private subscription room, Sup} 
about 100 members at 1os. a year each, which is 


spent in newspapers an 1 periodi iis made 
available to the public after their use by the 
club. FisaS hool of Music, supported by 1600 
students and by subscriptions trom the vice 


presidents. G is the nucleus of a museum. H, 
the English Literature Club, meets weekly dur- 
ing the winter, at the library adding 
greatly to the care with which the books are 
read and consequently to the pleasure and in- 
Even needlework 
in elementary schools has its ** head centre” in 
a committee of three gentlemen of the Watford 
Public Li Fifty-four schools compete 
and 1500 shown. The same 
association also supports a s¢ hool of cookery 
Other offshoots of the library are the Herts 
Natural History Society, the Forester’s Club, 


rooms 


formation drawn from them 


rary. 
specimens are 


193 
Extr. from 7? 
ike 
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Junior Forester’s Club, and the Shepherd's Club, 
each having its meeting place at the library 
rooms. “What we wish to set forth is the 
reasonableness of this forming all together the 
work of a single ‘committee of education,’ and 
that a rate-supported public library should be 
the central institution, whose committee should 
Set in co-ordinate motion all the parts of this 
education machine. Very great is the 
economy of one institution working all together, 
in the matter of rooms, advertising, and printing ; 
in man receiving, as the librarian at 
Watford, all the subscriptions and fees paid to 
these various societies, the five per cent allowed 
him upon all giving him a tangible interest in in 
creasing each, as such a central worker must 
have the means of doing, and in stirring up all 
to a triendly rivalry in well-doing. And the ad- 
vantage can hardly be overstated of the power of 
such an organization to bring together earnest 
workers, who might otherwise have followed 
either a secluded path or one crossing that of 
other workers ; in the one case, o« curring most 
frequently in small communities, doing little for 
the advance of intelligence and information ; 
and in the other case, to which large cities are 
most liable, wasting time and efforts which are 
often thwarted by mere local jealousies.” 
Tut 
Library, Leeds. 
Apr. 26, 


lo« al 


one does 


NEW Municipal Buildings and Free Public 


(In Zhe Graphic, London, 


394.) 

The new building, which has been five years 
in construction and cost £ 120,000 is to be used 
half for city offices, half for the library. The 
reading-room of which two views are given, is 
50 x 40 feet, ‘‘ and is divided into a broad nave 
and aisles by an arcade six arches, carried 
upon polished granite pillars, the latter sur- 
mounted by intricately carved capitals, each dif- 
fering in design. Upon the pillars rest semi- 
circular stone arches, which give f to the 


form 
vaulted ceiling. The walls are tiled throughout. 
Almost every tile has been specially 


P- 392, 


ot 


designed ; 

almost every capital and column has been vari- 

ously ornamented, and there may be discovered 
among the carving minute busts of literary celeb- 
rities. 

Poo.e, W: F. Remarks on library construction ; 
appended an examination of Rev. J. S. Smith- 
meyer’s Suggestions on liorary architecture. 
Chicago, Jansen, McClurg & Co., 1884. 34 
p. O. 

Review of the pending legislation on the nation- 
al library ; with comments on the facts and 

issues involved, the action of public bodies 

thereon, and conclusions in the shape of sug- 
gestions. Wash., 1884. 8°. 

Suaw & HUNNEWELL, arch 
[Mass.] Free Library. (In 
tect, May 10.) 

A handsome building, not apparently too well 


lighted. 


tects. Watertown 


American Archi- 
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Abstracts of and Extracts from Reports. 
Merce. Lib., N. 


(added, 5853; total, 203,- 
150; issued, 126,089). The Fifth Avenue branch 
promises to prove a success. The 


all departments is larger than last year. 


business 


Middlesex Mechanics’ Assoc., 1 , Mas 
M..£&. Sargent, dbrarian. (Extract froma cir 
cular.) ‘* The name of the institution implies an 
exclusiveness which it had in its early days, 
when mechanics, only, were allowed to enjoy its 
privileges. Since that time the only conditions 


of admission have been a 
the payment of entrar 
annual assessment for men is $1.50; for women 
75 cents. Any person not a member may use 
either the library or reading-room by the pay- 
ment of $2 a year 75 cents quarterly ; he 
may use both library and reading-room by pay- 
ing $3 annually or $1 quarterly. 

** The library was re-modelled not many years 
ago into a inviting and home-like room, 
where one has the quiet of his own study and 
unr. stricted access to every b The librarian 
has an exceptional interest in her work, is very 
painstaking in her attentions to her patrons, 
and on account of her long term of service has a 
thorough acquaintance with the books. The 
new charging system facilitates the delivery of 
books, and prevents the necessity of issu 
cards, which are always a bother to the holder. 


iracter and 


good ch 
$6. The 


e fee of 
or 


very 


ng 


There is no crowding, and no one has to wait 
to be served, as is the case in most large public 
libraries. The new catalogue enables one to 
look up almost any sub ect and grows more use 
ful every day. Very seldom does a person 
seeking information turn away dissatisfied. The 
tastes of readers are carefully regarded. Never 


is a book not in the li recommended that is 


rary 
not noted down, and almost always an effort is 


made to purchase it. 


‘*The attention of parents is especially in- 
vited to the juvenile department. [he beoks 
for the young are catalogued by themseives, and 
an alcove is set apart for them. Good books 
are like good companions, and such only are 


ur shelves. Books written 
ll authors are catalogued 
and most of them are 
»y themselves 
** A list of the new books, with their numbers, 
is published every two or three months in the 
Lowell Daily Cour: Most of them are ex- 
plained in notes taken from the leading critics 
of the day. 

a Topics of 
sources of information 
advertised. 


now introduced to « 
on Lowell and by I 
under the head of I 
placed in an alcove 


Ww 


»well, 


and 
are 


public interest are noted, 
concerning them 
A course of reading in English 
preparation. The 
and Anglo-Norman periods 
Notes will explain the part 
‘ontributes to the elucidation 


history is 
now in Looks on 
the Anglo-Saxon 
are nearly ready. 
which each book 
of the subject.” 
Mitchell L., G (Added, 6557 v. and 
pm. ; total, 51,582 v. and pm., or 32,498 sepa- 
rate works ; issued, 381,607.) The work is still 


process ol! 
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carried on under the serious difficulties insepa- 
rable from insufficient and unsuitable premises ; 
and the library is still exposed to undue risk of 
injury by fire. 

‘‘ The number of volumes in the Poets’ Cor- 
ner (including Burns) is now 4816. The Glas- 
gow collection numbers 2200. The col- 
lection of early Glasgow printing now numbers 
about 750 volumes Toward the formation of 
a collection of books on the Covenanters, a few 
additional volumes have been added, but the 
scheme has not as yet taken definite form. It 
is, however, kept in mind, and available 
means will be taken to carry it into effect. 

‘The second million of volumes issued was 
completed on Saturday, I Sept., 1553, being 1790 
working days from the opening of the library 
I am not aware ol previous instance in 
which so many books were read within the same 
period of the opening of a public library 

** The number of volumes issued to ladies was 
small, only 2181. For this the want of suitable 
separate accommodation ts responsi le, as ex 
perience elsewhere shows that where this ts pro- 


about 


ail 


any 


vided, ladies take advantage of the reference 
libraries in large numbers. A majority of the 
readers belong to the artisan class there 
are considerable numbers of clerks and stu- 
dents, with some professional men. A very 
large proportion are well under middle age, 
many under twenty. The reading shows that 


very much of it is unmistakably for the advance- 
ment of education and the acquisition of in 
formation, many of the readers habitually tak 
ing copious extracts from the books they are 
perusing. 

“The magazine room, where are placed the 
current numbers of weekly, monthly, and quar- 
terly periodicals, continues to be a very popular 
department of the library. More than a third 
of the visitors consult only these periodicals, 
and make for books from the shelves. 
There is nocount made of the number of reter- 
ences to the current periodicals, but it is esti- 
mated that they are not much fewer than the 


volumes issued over the counter. 


Newton (Mass.) F. 1. ‘* The gradual but 
healthful change in the taste and requisitions of 
our readers. Our comparative show 
a significant gain in the percentage of works of 
history, of natural science, of essays, poetry, and 
dramatic works, and of theology, and a slight 
decrease in the percentag of fiction. Two things 


no call 


Statistics 


result from this fact. It requires much more 
time to read these substantial books, and fewer 
books will therefore be taken out during the 


year ; and the ne glect, whic. this better reading 
renders necessary, of the lighter literature, de- 
creases (without occasioning regret) the circula- 
tion of the library at the point where it is most 
sensitive, and where it usually finds its largest 
field for growth. In the different wards of the 
city, clubs have been formed, both of adults and 
youth, for general reading, for historical study, 
for political discussions, and for investigations 
in natural science. The effect of these associa- 
tions is felt in a marked degree at the Library, 
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both in the quality of books now sought, and in 


the use of it for constant reference and study 
The very highest office that can | e sought or ce 
sired for the Library, itis already beginning to 


Its 


accomplish forthe community work as a 


people's university is fairly opene Every day 
its tables are covered with volumes tor exan 

tion by those who are 
form of study It ist 


reference library, without | 


nterested in some special 
ecoming more and more a 
miting its useluiness 
and breadth as a circulating medium 
** One of our citizens who has taken a 
intelligent interest in the Library, Mr. 5 
P. May, sugyests that it would be 
students if 


leep ana 
amuci 
ot service to 


persons owt rare bOOKS oF ct 


ng 


lections, if willing to have them consulted, sh: 

furnish a list of them to the librarian 
Southbritze(Mass.). (Added 512; total 9774, 

issued 17,844.) ‘*‘ One of the most encouraging 


features in the work of the Library is that so 


many are learning its profitable use 

Springfield (O.) P. L. (Added, 1605: total, 
10,614 ; issued, 80,650.) 

Stirling's and Gla £ Added, 634 
issued, 72,017; library use, 60 The re 
arrangement is nearly finished the classes are 
A, Theol., Philos, Eccl hist. (160 shelves) 
B, Biog. (114 sh.); C, Hist., Voy. and Trav 
Geog. (240); D, Sci., Nat. Hist. (58 E, Fine 
Arts (18); F, Law, Politics, Commerce Sociol 
ogy (30); G, Language (13 Hi, Poetry, Drama 
(54); K, Fiction (79): M, miscellaneous lit 
incl. magazines (457); P, Patents (115 Scou 
ler collection (38); Books on Scotland (50 
The cost of the list of additions for 1553 was 
defrayed by the advertisements tn it Phe in 


crease in the number of readers has not in the 
least interfered with the success of the Mitchell 
Library. 

Ve. Men's Assoc., Buff 1883-4. (Added 
3085 ; total 46,579; issued 99,108.) Readers 


have been meeting, for some months past, with 
less satisfactory treatment at our hands than 
we strove formerly to accustom them to, the 
books of the day have been ready for them 
with less promptitude ; their wants have been 
watched and studied less carefully; our bul 
letins have been delayed, and our catalogues 
have fallen behind Kut these are conse- 
quences that became unavoidable so soon as 


extra calls were made upon the working torce 
of the library, which is really not large enough 
for every-day demands It been our 
misfortune, moreover, that frequent changes 
have taken place, of late, among the librarian’s 


its has 


assistants, so that the experience and acquaint- 


ance with books that are requisite for an efficient 


service in the institution have been seriously 
wanting. 

It is to these causes, in the main, that I at- 
tribute some unsatisfactory features tn our 
statistics of circulation for the last year. We 


still show an advance over any previous twelve 
months, but it is greatly diminished, 
quarter 


and the 


diminution the last of the 


year. 


appears in 


| 
| 
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Another fact is a slight decline in the quality 
of the reading matter which the library has fur- 
nished. In my report last February, I was able 
to show that, comparing the use of fiction with 
that of history, biography, travel, art, science, 
and pure literature during the five years then 
past, the former had fallen off slowly but steadily, 
from year to year in favor of the latter. The 
diminution of novel reading since 1879 had 
amounted at that time to hve percent of our 
total circulation. But the good story is not 
continued in the tables which I now present. 
We find, on the contrary, that novel reading 
has pushed a step forward again and recovered 
a full fifth of the ground it had previously lost. 

I have little doubt that both of these unsatis- 
factory symptoms are a prompt warning to us of 
the consequence of permitting the work of the 
library to suffer even slight neglect, or the 
quality of its service to be impaired he in- 
fluence which it exercises upon the reading 
tastes and reading disposition of the public 
is more dependent, perhaps, than we easily 
understand, upon the minute carefulness, vigi 
lance, industry and capability with which its 
every-day work is carried on. 

Of the 471 volumes missing, no less than 402 
have disappeared from the cases of new books, 
novels, and reference books, which are freely 
open to Our readers, and with reference to which 
the library is protected by nothing but their 
honesty. 


Bibliogratp. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIE arménienne, 1565-1883. Venezia, 
tip. armena, 1553. 32-+-737 p. 8°. 
In Armenian. 

CATALOGUE général de la librairie belge existante 
ou collection alphabétique des catalogues des 
libraires et éditeurs belges ; préc. d'une table 
alphab. détaillée des noms d'auteurs. Brux., 
Secrétariat du Cercle, 1884. 8". ro fr. 

CHANTEAU, F. de. Etude sur une collection 
d'ex-libris. Bar-le-Duc, imp. de I'CEuvre de 
Saint-Paul, 1884. 24 p. 8°. 

Eccentric book titles. (Pages 420-424 of Lon- 
don society, Apr.) 

EpMANDs, J: Reading notes on Wycliffe. Fr. 
the Merc. L. bulletin. Phil., 1884. 12 p. S. 

Policarpo. Ricordanze patrie. Vol 
I Bibliog. storica carpigiana. Carpi, P. 
Guaitoli, 1883. 8+ 349 p. 16°. 2 fr. 

Lacombe, Paul. Essai d'une bibliographie des 
ouvrages rel. a l'histoire religieuse de Paris 
pendant la revolution. Paris, Poussielgue, 
1884. p. 8°. 

Extr. from the Bull. de I’hist. du diocése de 

Paris. Noticed in /olydidlion (p. 472, 3), by C. 
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A. B., who points out some sources from which 
it might be made more complete. 


LONDON catalogue of periodicals, newspapers, 
and transactions ; with a list of metropolitan 
printing societies. London, Longmans, 1884 
©. Is. 


May (C. H.) & Co.'s press manual ; complete 
list of newspapers, magazines, etc., pub. in 
the United Kingdom. London, C. H. May & 
Co., 1884. 4°. 6d. 

RUELLE, Ch.-Emile. Bibliographie géuérale des 
Gaules, répertoire systématique et al phabétique 
des ouvrages, mémoires, et notices conc. l’his 
toire, la topographie, la religion, les antiquités 
et le langage de la Gaule jusqu’a la fin du se 
siécle. 1e période : publications jusqu’en 
1870. 3e livre. Bibliog., feuilles 26-37, A 
Gu. Paris, l’'auteur, 1384. 8". 7 fr. 50 « 
per part. 

This work won the B: unet medal from the Acad 
des inscr., and is printed in the Brunet style. 


SILVA, Innocencio Francisco da. Dic. bibliog 


ortuguez. Tom. 10(3 do Suppl.). Lisboae 


Rio de Janeiro, 1884. 8". 24 fr. 

Wueattey, H: B, J: Payne Collier and his 
works. (In Aibliographer, Nov., Dec., 1883; 
Jan., 1884; v. 4, p. 153-157; Vv. 5, p. 13-17, 
39-45-) 

BANcRorF?’s “ History of California” contains 
a bibliografy of works on California, comprising 
over 4000 titles of books, pamphlets, printed 
documents, articles, and manuscripts. The au- 
thor says: ‘‘It is something more than a mere 
list of the works consulted and epitomized in this 
part of my history, being practically a complete 
catalogue of all existing material pertaining to 
California down to the epoch of the discovery of 
gold and of all historical material to a later 
period. As it stands, the list is more complete 
than any other within my knowledge relating to 
any State or Territory of our Union, or, indeed, 
to any other country in the world.” 

In James Freeman Ciarke's “Ideas of the 
Apostle Paul translated into their modern equiv- 
alents, Boston, 1884,’" there is a bibliography of 
the more important works upon Paul and his 
writings. 

Herr Frieperict will not publish the Bibli 
theca Orientalis for 1584 or hereafter ; he thinks 
that the catalogue which Herr Klatt publishes in 
the Litteraturblatt fiir oriental Phailologie, 
renders his ustless. 

L. Neubaver’s Die Sage vom ewigen Juden, 
Lpz., 1884, 8+ 132 p., contains a bibliografy of 
66 p. 

E. de Roziéxe’s notice of Ad. C: Giraud Es- 
mein in Nouv. rev. hist. de droit frangais, 1883, 
6e livre., contains a bibliog. of 221 titles. 


. 
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Catalogs and catalogin 
GRONINGEN. Catalogus Bibliothecae Guyot 


anae instituti surdo-mutorum Groningan! 


Pars specialis. De surdo-mutis, balbis, cwcis, 
mente imbecilibus ; cur. A. W. Alings. Gron 
Hoitsema, 1883. 8+244 p. 8”. (Not in the 
trade. ) 

|RoceGer, H. ¢ Catalogus van de bibliotheken 


ler ‘* Maatschapp)) tot Bevordering der Toon 

kunst’’ en der ‘* Vereeniging voor Noor 

Nederlandsch Muziekgeschiedenis." Amst 

13384. 4+145+22 p. 8 

Not in the trade, but to be had from the Un 
versity Library at Amsterdam for 1 fl. 


The Boston P. L. spring bulletin contains a 
list mathematical books added in 1553, con 
tinuations of ‘* American local history”’ an 
‘*Benjamin Franklin,” the scheme by w 
titles are arranged in the catalogue under cit 
a note about a provincial stamp act of 1755, an 


a reprint of the proclamation of the act 


The Harvarp Univ. bulletin for May contit 
ues the “ Bibliography of Ptolemy's Geography 


and the Kohl! collection,"’ and concludes * Maps 
in Petermann’s Mittheilungen.” 


in 

Gastkt, Armand Tables chronol., méthod., et 
alphabeétique des Mémoires de Il’ Académie les 
Sciences, Arts, et Belles Lettres de Caen, 
1754-1883, incl. Caen, Le Blane-Hardel, 1554 
isi p.8 

Sincitarg, C. H. General index of scientific 
papers, methods, and results contained in the 
appendices to the Annual Reports of the United 
States Coast and Geodetic Survey, from 154 
to 1880, inclusive (of U. S. Coast Survey, 
Ann. rept., 1881. Pages 91-123). J. C. R 

GriswoLp, W. M._ Index to articles relating to 
history, biografy, literature, society, and tray 
el, contained in collections of essays, et 
Bangor, OQ. P. Index, 1883. 56 p. O 
Refers to no less than 799 volumes enumer 

ated in the key. The reference is by the con- 

ventional number, since in the nature of the 

case the page is not available 


( 


VioLLet-Le-Duc, E. “ Lectures on architect- 
ure, London, 1877,'’ 2 v., 8 , and ‘* Discourses 
on architecture, Boston, 1875,"' 8 , are different 
translations of the author's Entretiens sui 
l architecture.”’ 

‘*The language of the hand,”” by Henry 
Frith and E. H. Allen is the same as “ Chiro 
mancy, or the science of palmistry’’ by the same 
authors. S. B. N. 
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Funius Americanus, ps. of G: Osborne Stearns, 
in ‘‘ A review of a discourse occasioned by the 
death of Daniel Webster, by Theodore Parker, 
Boston and Camb., James Munroe & Co., 1853.” 
89 p. 8.—J. Z. WL 


N. D' Anvers, ps. of N. R. E. Bell in “ Ele- 
mentary history of art, London, Asher, 1874,” 

8°, ** Heroes of North African Discovery,” 
** Heroes of South African Discovery,’’ and half 
a dozen stories.—N. £. B. 


Van Saxon, ps. of Mrs. Evangeline Mars 
Simpson (Mrs. Michael Simpson) in *‘ Marplot 
Cupid.” 


Mr. W. CusnHine writes, have cancelled 
the ‘unrevealed’ pseudonyms and added about 
2000 ‘ revealed’ fseudonyms, so that now I have 
over 8000 initials and fpsewdonyms, answering 
to more than 6000 real names Under the first 
index of pseudonyms I give the title of at least 
one work in which each was used ; or state on 
what occasion it was used, if not in the title of 
a book. The second index will give the real 
name, the fsewdonym, and a brief notice of the 
person. My book.will be very full as regards 
English and American pseudonyms, going back 
of the year 1700 only in two or three instances, 
but it will give only the more recent and impor- 
tant French and German uden I can 
get no one to publish the book unless I can ot 
tain previously a subscription for 200 or 300 
copies. The work wil] cover from 400 to 500 
octavo pages, like Quérard, and if I can get 
200 copies subscribed for, I can, I think, sate 
ly put the price at $5 a copy Phe work will be 
of great value to librarians and literary workers 
generally, and of interest to every reading fam ly, 
for the pseudonym has found its way, not only 
to our periodical literature, but we cannot take 
up a newspaper without finding one or more 
at every turn. In case it is published, I pro- 
pose to send the proots tu a such persons as 
are likely to take an interest in a work of the 
kind, for their revision and correction of any 
errors they may find.” 

Mr. Cushing requests all who desire to insure 
the publication of the work to send their sub- 
scriptions to him as early as possible and with 
out further appeal. 


General fLotes. 


Enxrieip, N. C., has lately formed a Library 
Association, of which Mr. L. E. Whitaker is 
secretary 

The Leeps (Eng.) Town Library is to be 
lighted by 284 incandescent Swan lamps of 20 
candle-power each, 74 in the general reading 
room, 70 in the lending library and 140 in the 
librarv 

LIBRARY APPLIANCI Exuinit.— We have 
received a circular from which it appears that 
last November Messrs. Farrar & Fenton, of Lon- 
don, set apart a portion of their offices for the 
permanent exhibition of a collection of applian- 


[ June, 


ces for library work, and invited librarians to 
favor them with specimens of all new useful 
specialties 

Tue sale of the literary treasures from Hamii- 
ton Palace is now completed. The two libraries 
contained an array of superb specimens of bind- 
ing that has never been equalled, and the prices 
realized throughout the 48 days sale, as well 
as the gross amount, are the highest on record 
The Beckford Library produced 73,551/. 15s. , 
the Hamilton Library, 12,892/. 12s. 6¢. ; making 
with the mss. a grand total of about 170,000/, 
Ath 

Tue New York Free Lt- 
BRARY The German Hospital and Dispensary 
has turned over a portion of its new buildings 
on Second Avenue, above Eighth Street, to the 
New York Free Circulating Library for an 
innual rental of $1. [he agreement is in ac- 
cordance with certain conditions imposed by the 
ite Mrs. Anna Ottendorfer and Mr. Oswald 
Ottendorfer when they presented the property 
to the hospital for a free dispensary and library 
a vear ago. Mr. Henry E. Pellew is President 
of the library 


Tue Duke or Ossuna’s LIBRARY. The 
most important of all the libraries in Madrid 
belongs to the Duke of Ossuna, the worth 
of which is estimated at 800,o00f., and which 

going to be purchased at that price by the 
State The collection and augmentation of 
this library has been carried on during cen- 
turies by the various chiefs of this family, and 
the collection has been greatly enlarged by the 
numerous acquisitions made by the late Duke 
It contains more than 4000 manuscripts, with- 
out counting 3000 plays in manuscript of the 
time of the rise and splendor of Spanish litera- 
ture Among the latter alone are 100 of Lope 
de Vegas, several of Calderon and Moreto, and 
the sole one of Quevedo. All these treasures 
have been unknown for centuries, and will be 
taken entirely from the country if the library is 
not bought by Spain \mong the manuscripts 
is one of Petrarca, with beautiful miniatures, 
also one of Dante, the journal of Columbus, 
copied out by Bartholomé de las Casas; the 
/ r} the Moortsh Warin the Alpu arvas, by 
the Count of Tendilla ; the mass-book of Cardi- 
nal Cisneros, and many other rarities. It further 
contains the official correspondence of Rubens 
at the time when he held a diplomatic office in 
Madrid. A bookseller at Madrid had a com- 
mission to bid 100,000f. (£4000) for a small man- 
uscript of the *‘ Roman de la Rose!" This li- 
brarv contains the collections of the Marquis de 
Santillana, Marquis de Villenna, and likewise 
ill that Pimentel and the noble house of Bena- 
vento possessed The library contains about 
yo,000 volumes in all. — Bdrsendlatt fir den 
Deutschen Buchhandel. 

Tue National Library at Madrid contains 
600,000 printed books and 30,000 manuscripts, 
while the University boasts of nearly 137,000 
books and an equal number of manuscripts. 


— Zimes, May 18. 
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Houghton, Mifflin & Co’s New Books. 


GOVERNMENT REVENUE. 


Especially the American System : An Argument for Industrial Freedom against the Fallacies of 


Free Trade. By Etuts H. Ropes 12meo, S1 
This is a very timely book, as the Tariff question is manifestly to be one of the leading issues 
in the Presidential campaign just before us; and intelligent citizens w rtily welcome any 
book which discusses it with knowledg facts, and candor Mr. Robert widely known as 
one of the ablest editors in the State of New York For tour vears he was a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in Congress, a studied the whole subject of Government 
Revenue thoroughly 
“ An important contribution toe mic * Th nt fav p 
dogmatic way, as a logical and ne sary f 
application The con av ' t en a \ 
people. . Mr. Roberts appeal tly fur ’ mic experie © theories t 
shift bork 
** Elucidating and iting witt reat arne \ i rt r 
the protection, stimulation, and development of ri trial a ductive re wealt t prosperity as a 


nation.”’— Chicago Journal. 


A Country Doctor. Summer. 


A Novel. By Saran Orne Jew author of ee} From the J alof H. 1D). Te : rof ** Walden, 
haven,” The Mate of the Daylight,” « rome, $ * Cape ¢ HG. O. Witha 
M 
A charming story laid among fa r New | M ( I x t p, & 
scenes and people, and picturing life as mis t New I ¢ t f th ‘ a of the me 
England towns. A lady physician is the he eat genera te h th arly pr i Mas 
true-hearted girl, who cannot fail to win th year of setts I he gmenta t is rich im those obser 
readers. A delightful story for summer reading tons ar f t “ ake of Thereau’s writ 
pungent a 


The Fate of Mansfield 


The American Horsewoman. 
Humphreys. 


By ru K I t $2 

With the Episode of Mr. Wasmincron Apa n Englar 4 ‘ k | ale - 

1.25. ural eof « the ride he we 11? 

This is one of esting of the the 
books, illustrating nce} and pr 
of glishmen and Aside f the st value wi 
White's intimate in e with Engli e estrian af 
thought and modes of expression render is book excee 

llutchinson’s Diary. 
haebe 
A Novel. By the author of * Rutledge 16mo, $1 H Ca ( vere Chief of 

An American story in characters aad incid wit N < ( ment of 
so much life and spirit that it will be ! the ( ng the Py rece t War of 
boon by novel readers. To a mult king mmer Independe 4 e ' rigimal « ment 
reading, this story needs no other 1 mime ath thas y et (xa Hit With two portrait 
that it is by the author of ** Rutledge and fac-simile. Svo, $ 

*,°* For sale by all booksellers. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt price by the Publ ers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN AND COMPANY, 4 Park Street, Boston; 
11 EAST 17th STREET, NEW YORK. 
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LEYPOLDT'S 


American Catalogue 


[Of books in print July 1, 187 2 vols., royal gto, $40 


SUPPLEMENT 


OF BOOKS ISSUED 9 } 8 d Ag 34 


The Surptementr will not be delayed by 
Mr. Leypoldt’s death, and will be issued in 
the early fall of 1884. It will include titles 
of over 20,000 books, entered in the first part 
by title and author, and in the second by sub- 
ject. The volume will probably be of about 
the size of the second volume of the Cara- 
LOGUE, exceeding 450 pages ; the price will be, 
to present subscribers, $10; after publicatio: 
probably $12 or $15 The edition will be 


limited to 1250 copies and no plates will be 


made. 


Less than 50 copies remain unsold of the 
AMERICAN CATALOGUE itself, now priced at 
$40. The price will probably be raised at an 
early date to $50 or $75 on the few remain- 


ing copies 


Five-yearly supplements hereafter will en- 
hance the value of the original work and of the 
first supplement. Every owner of a private 
library and book-collecior, as well as every 


librarian, should have this invaluable key to 


American books 


ADDRESS 
THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 


31 Park Row (P. O. Box 943), New York. 
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A Handy and Useful Book for Librarians 


, > 
and Book- (vers. 


JUST PUBLISHED 
A Modern Proteus; 


A List or Books PUBLISHED UNDE! 


MorE THAN ONE TITLE. 


By JAMES L. WHITNEY, 


I P LinRARY 

At the last meeting of the American Lib: 
Association Mr. Whitney read a paper upon the 
reprinting of books under chanwed titles 1 he 
list of such books presented at that time has 
since been largely extended and numbers overt 
nine hundred titles It is now issued in book 
form at the request of many it irians, 

Copies can be obtained at the office of the 


J 2/, Nos. 31 and 32 Park Row, New 
York, (Triibner & Co., London,) or of book- 


sellers. Price, 75 cents 
Rook-buyers owe a larg ¢ 0 rat le to Mr. |. 1 
Whitney for his extr dinary * List ks with Chan 
Title Va 
EVERY ( \ {Y.-S 
LIBRARY LDWAI 


JUST READY 
The Sunday-School Library 
By REV. A. E. DUNNING, 
ta , 
l6mo, cloth, price 60 cents. 

This book i excellent that the Orrn Tue 
Lisrary lo NAL, with a view t erve its constituency, 
has purchased an edition, in order to help the g l work 
giving the book the wide reulation. It should be in 
every Church or Sunday-Sch Library, where it will be 
found the most practical guide for the enc uragement ot 
Sunday-school interests, and part urly for the organiza 
tion and management Sunday-school libraries. Sunday 
school superintendents and teachers, as well as clergymen 
and parents, will find it an inv ible e for the dire« 


tion of good reading 


FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 


| 
| 
| 
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MINGO, 


AND OTHER SKETCHES IN BLACK AND WHITE 


By Joel Chandler H is. én Sy 
Another sene f Souths t bv 
author of “ Nights with Uncle I 
TWINKLING CYMBALS 
By Edgar Fawcett. remo, $1.50 
A brilliant New Vork th 
OVER THE BORDER 
By Miss E. B. Chas 
page Heliot Engra 0 D 
lored e Ac $ 
Ach x 
enery and singular yx tthe B M 
VEWLY VD ENLARGED 
THE MARITIME PROVINCES. 
A Guide to N Scotia, 
Island N 
and I 
By it | 
par kely 
k f ¢ w f 


HENRY IRVING'S IMPRESSIONS OF 
AMERICA. 


Narrated in a Series of Ske es, Chronicles and ¢ 
tions. By J ph Hatton. 1 
*“Eminently reada y i interesting 

Mall Gasett 
“A vivir nd 

Pr ss 
“W t 

ras 
Phe narrat x airly te 
vith m 
INDIAN MYTHS; 

Or, Legends, Traditions, a ymbol fu Aborigine 
of America. By Ellen Russell Emerse vo, gilt to 
with numerot ate = 
* An eding t Ay 

full and exhaustiv work 

genuine and sustain \\ 

n /larfer 

A rich st y h zg y fa 
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BOSTON. 
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The Library Chronicle. 
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for examination to 


EDWARD ROTH, 
1135 Pine Street, Philadelphia. 
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W. STOAKES, Milan, O 
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A NEW 


Complete Works of Thomas Carlyle 


MAY 1 


EDITION OF THE 


WILL BE ISSUED ABOUT 


It will be completed in twenty crown octavo volumes, printed at the University Press, Cam 
bridge, on the finest parchment linen drawing-paper, made expressly for the work, and bound in 
full genuine parchment, with illuminated stamps and gilt tops, and will be known as 


THE PARCHMENT EDITION 


Phis entirely unique edition will contain a fine series of original etchings, by Scuorr, Gakrerr, 


and others, steel-engravings, maps, plans, and woodcuts, and is strictly limited to three hundred 


and seventy-five copies, which will be numbered and rewistered, and sold to subscribers for com- 
plete sets only Ihe price will be $3.50 per volume, and the publishers reserve the right to ad- 
vance the price on unsubscribed copies without notice. 

\ few copies will be reserved and bound in half dark calf for subscribers who prefer a dark 
binding. Price, $5 per volume 


Prospectuses, with imprint, supplied without charge to dealers who order copies, and it is 
expected that the whole edition will be promptly taken and the price advanced at an early day. 


Coues's Key to North American Birds. 


[his important publication, so long delayed, is now ready. It will contain about three 
times as much text as the former edition and over five hundred illustrations 

As it is the season of the year when ornithological works are most in demand, booksellers 
should immediately send their advance orders to the publishers for this important work. 1 vol., 
royal 8vo, cloth 


The Coues Check-List of North American Birds. 


With a Dictionary of the Etymology, Orthography, and Orthoépy of the Scientific Names. Re- 
vised to date and entirely rewritten by the author, with the coéperation of S, OLIvIA WesTon- 
Aiken. 1 vol., royal 8vo, cloth, $3 


Diintzer's Life of Goethe. 
NOW READY 


rranslated by Tuomas W. Lysret With fifty-four illustrations, including many authentic por- 
traits, etc. 1 vol., r2mo, cloth, $2/50 


birds of Haiti and San Domingo. 


By Cuakces B. Cory, P.L.S. This beautiful and entirely original work will contain from sixteen 
to twenty full page plates, gx 11'g inches, t original drawings, each copy accurately 
painted in water-colors, with descriptive text. Edition strictly limited to three hundred 
copies, and sold only to subscribers. Four parts, each $5. 


Liogen. 


A SPECULATION ON THE ORIGIN AND NATURE OF LIFE. By Prof. Ettiori 
( 


ves, I vol., square 16mo. Parchment paper, 75 cents. 

* The ientific mi work ) ti grown f ir gnized the spiritual body within the natural 
man, without help f i Z revelation, aad is scientil \ nfutes the doctrine of annihilation, so often 
the poor conclusion of materi ie ree h. It is re g to find this momentous theme thus approached, and upon 
such simple and purely scientific data as that of which Professor Coues has made use.” 


ESTES & LAURIAT, Publishers, Boston. 
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